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In attempting to form an opinion on this Freudian
doctrine of infantile sexuality, it is important to remember
that, even if we find ourselves compelled to reject it for
the normal majority, it may be at least partially true of a
minority. For, in regard to the most fundamental point
at issue, namely, the age at which sexuality is to be
attributed to the child, general biological considerations
prepare us to find that individuals differ widely in this
respect. It may well be that in an unknown proportion
of human beings the sex instinct begins to be excitable
at a very early age, while in others, probably the great
majority, this occurs at a much later stage of development;
and it is not improbable that the neurotic patients, on the
study of whom the Freudian doctrine is chiefly based,
belong to the minority, and that it is just this peculiarity
of constitution that renders them liable to their disorders.
In considering the question of infantile sexuality, we must
therefore attach but little weight to the evidence of it
drawn from the study of psycho-neurotic patients, and
must rather weigh the positive indications for and against
it provided by healthy persons.

I have already indicated the fallacy of one piece of
reasoning advanced in support of the Freudian view,
namely, the acceptance of all manifestations of personal
love or affection as evidence of sexuality; for this, as was
said, is due to the confusion of the sexual instinct with
the sentiment of love. Only one other piece of evidence
on this side seems deserving of serious consideration ;
the fact, namely, that a considerable number of infants
acquire the habit of playing with their sex organs in a
manner which implies that such stimulation is pleasurable.
If this were the rule with, the majority of infants the argu-
ment would be very weighty. But that is by no means
true. And we must remember that the infants who
acquire this habit may belong to the minority of abnormal
innate constitution whose existence we have admitted to
be probable. It is very possible also that, by undue
stimulation of the sex organs of a normal infant (an act
of which unscrupulous persons are sometimes guilty), the
sex JrisJmct may bp forced tp a precocious and partial